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1. Objective 2. Methods
This research aims to clarify the actual conditions of 
assistive technology usage among persons with 
deafblindness in Japan, and to identify the challenges 
they face in accessing necessary daily living 
equipment.

In this study, a questionnaire survey was conducted in two 
phases. First, paper-based questionnaires were distributed to 112 
individuals with deafblindness. Second, an online survey request 
was sent to 1741 local governments using the Ministry of Health, 
Labour and Welfare’s official email distribution system (378 valid 
responses). 
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3. Result and Discussion

This work was supported by The Ministry of Health Labour and Welfare for Health Labour Sciences Research Grant (the grant No. 24CA2023) 

Figure 1: Correlation Diagram between Age and Level of Independence 
in Daily Living (Spearman's r = - .325, p=.001)

Figure 2: Correlation Diagram between Age and Frequency of Use of Daily 
Living Aids (Spearman's r = .218, p = .03)

Figure 3: Correlation Diagram between Age and the Number of Difficulties in Providing Daily Living Aids (Spearman's r = - .227, p=.021)

Level of Frequency
6 Using all day
5 Using almost 
every day except 
while sleeping
4 Using about half a 
day
3 Using once every 
two days
2 Using about once 
a week
1 Using less than 
once a month

Choice of Difficulties
- Lack of fulfilment of criteria (certificate of disabilities)
- The amount of subsidiary aid was not enough
- The difference in the amount of subsidiary aid and/or criteria depending on local 
governments
- The procedure
- The number of same daily living aids provided was not enough (needed multiple devices at 
the same time but not provided)
-The lack of information about the daily living aids
- Trouble with breakdowns and/or repairs (repair cost is not covered)
-The deference between useful life and actual lifetime of items
-Trouble with updating to the latest model
-Purchased by one’s own expense

2.0 Uses daily 
living aids (high 
level of 
independence)
↑
↓
1.0 Needs daily 
living equipment 
and assistance 
(low level of 
independence)
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Figure 4: Percentage of Person with Deafblindness who has Difficulties 
in Providing Daily Living Aids: Details, N=112, multiple answers, 

excerpted

Figure 5: Percentage of Local 
Governments which Support for 

Repair Cost of Braille Display, 
N=376

Figure 6: Percentage of Local 
Governments which Allow for Use 
of Multiple Braille Displays, N=376 
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