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1. Introduction

Disability studies have emerged in the 1970s, focusing 
primarily on social movements of people with physical 
disabilities in the UK and the US. Subsequently, biases 
were pointed out on the subjects of research, the other 
regions and types of disabilities have started to be focused 
on. The disability rights movement made a major 
contribution to the adoption of the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) at the UN 
General Assembly in 2006. The movement of people with 
psychosocial disabilities played an important role in the 
drafting and implementation of the CRPD. Thus, there 
seems to be no doubt that the movements are part of the 
disability rights movement and researches on them should 
be included in the disability studies.
However, the movements of people with psychosocial 
disabilities have not always been part of the disability 
rights movement. Previous researches have pointed out 
that, some European movements, particularly in the UK, 
some users and survivors of psychiatry were reluctant to 
be part of the disability rights movements (Beresford 
2015; Ito 2021). It has not been fully revealed whether 
there have been changes in the relationship, or only a 
small number of users and survivors were reluctant to 
engage.
Therefore, this poster will examine how organizations of 
people with psychosocial disabilities in Asia and Africa, 
which have not been sufficiently examined until now, have 
been involved with the disability rights movement.

2. Research subjects and methods

To describe the activities of organizations of people with 
psychosocial disabilities in Asia and Africa, this poster 
interviewed the activists and collected related documents. 
The research subjects are TCI Global, which started as 
Asian organization and became a global organization, the 
Pan African Network of People with Psychosocial Disabilities 
(PANPPD), which is a continental organization in Africa, 
and the members of these organizations. The interviewees 
quoted in this poster are Sam Badege, who was involved in 
the launch of the Rwandan organization, and the members 
in charge of managing the Tanzanian organization (TUSPO).

3. Continental organizations

PANPPD was established in 2005. The World Network of 
Users and Survivors of Psychiatry (WNUSP) played an 
important role in its establishment. WNUSP made huge 
contribution to draft several articles of the CRPD related to 
psychosocial disabilities, and established ties with the 
cross-disability movement by joining the International 
Disability Alliance (IDA) around the establishment of 
PANPPD (Ito 2021). PANPPD has been a member of the 
African Disability Forum since its establishment.
TCI Global have strong relationships with cross-disability 
movements since its predecessor, TCI Asia. TCI members 
are divided into three categories: core member, associate 
member, and ally. Among these, associate members are 
specified as cross-disability organizations (TCI Global 
2024).
Thus, both continental organizations in Africa and Asia 
have actively emphasized ties with the disability movement 
across disability categories, and there is no record of them 
objecting to activities as part of the disability movement.

4. National organizations

There are not a few national organizations of people with 
psychosocial disabilities that are active as part of the 
disability rights movement, but this poster only look at 
those movements that are or were considered to be not 
going well with cross-disability organization, and examine 
the reasons for these and the difficulties they are facing.

4.1 Rwanda
National Organization of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry 
in Rwanda (NOUSPR) was formed after the 1994 genocide 
by organizing peer support. The cross-disability 
organization, NUDOR, was launched in 2010. When 
NUDOR was launched, NOUSPR naturally thought that 
they would become one of its member organizations. 
However, there was protest from people with other types 
of disabilities, who said, “Sam! How come you associate us 
with the Mad People, who told you that Disability is 
Madness! We can’t accept that, take it wherever you want 
but not here!” NOUSPR gained the understanding by 
asking local government officials to explain the CRPD to 
the member of NUDOR, and was eventually able to 
become a member of NUDOR (interview Badege).

4.2 Tanzania
Tanzania Users and Survivors of Psychiatry Organization 
(TUSPO) was established in 2006 and became a member 
of cross-disability organization called SHIVYAWATA, that 
had been established in 1992. However, because general 
meetings of SHIVYAWATA were rarely held due to a lack of 
funds, TUSPO did not have many opportunities to 
participate in elections of management positions, and 
found it difficult to be involved in SHIVYAWATA 's decision-
making (interview with the TUSPO office).

5. Discussion and conclusion

Continental organizations of people with psychosocial 
disabilities in Asia and Africa have been active as part of 
the cross-disability movement since their beginning. 
However, for some national organizations of their 
members, it was not easy to be recognized as a member 
of the cross-disability movement even if they wished to do 
so, and to be involved in the management of the cross-
disability organization. It is needed to investigate whether 
there was any reluctance to become a member of the 
cross-disability movement within the African and Asian 
movement of people with psychosocial disabilities.
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