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- What is the COVID-19 pandemic? 

- Global situation (extent of damage)

- Korea's situation and People at higher risk 
from COVID-19



- Global situation (extent of damage)



- Korea's situation and People at higher risk 
from COVID-19

COVID-19 is often more severe in people who are older than 60 years or who 
have health conditions like lung or heart disease, diabetes or conditions that 
affect their immune system.                        - Reference: WHO homepage



• Measures for Prevention and Treatment (How the
Pandemic has changed our daily life)

- Wearing a facemask, washing hands, and using hand sanitizer
- Practicing social distancing, distancing in daily life.
- Postponement of the school’s opening (offline classes start in

June)
- Combination of online and offline classes (alternating school

day)
- Switching to work from home 



• Measures for Prevention and Treatment (How the
Pandemic has changed our daily life)

- Delay or cancellation of social gatherings
- Checking body temperature (where people gather)
- Alerts service via mobile phone about the movement of

nearby confirmed or suspect case
- Financial support  for the Covid-19 examination and 

treatment
(Each local government  has different policies 
about emergency support fund ) 



- Pics of Alert text message service



• Main issues

- Difficulty in purchasing facemasks
- People with hearing disabilities have problem receiving

information related to the COVID-19 and communicating with
medical team

- Mass infection and high mortality of the disabled in facilities
- Problems of education and care for the disabled students



- Waiting line for purchasing masks
- Sign language interpretation for people with hearing disabilities



- Mass infection and high mortality of the disabled in facilities

Of the 263 people who died of the new

coronavirus in Korea (as of 00:00 on the

18th), 115 people were mentally ill. The

fatality rate is so high that they account

for 44.2% (including overlapping

diseases) of the 256 deaths with basal

disease. The cause of the death was

their living conditions. The patients who

had long held in closed, crowded

hospitals were particularly vulnerable.

All 103 mentally ill people were infected

at Daenam Hospital, Cheongdo,

Gyeongbuk, and 196 people were also

infected at Daegu 2nd Miju Hospital.

(Kookmin ilbo 2020. 05. 19)



- Problems of education and care for the disabled students
(The suicide case of a developmentally disabled person and his family)

On March 17, a 49-year-old woman was also found dead in a car with 
her son (18-year-old), a high school student with developmental 
disabilities in Seogwipo city, Jeju Island. She took care of his son at 
home when the opening of the special school in the time of COVID-
19 was postponed and all welfare facilities for the disabled were 
closed.

A passerby found K (59, female) and her son N with developmental 
disabilities (24) dead in a car parked on a road in Imgok-dong, 
Gwangsan-gu, Gwangju, around 10 a.m. on June 3 and he reported it 
to the police. The police think believe that K and N made an extreme 
choice, citing a suicide note saying "I'm sorry for my daughter" in the 
car. (Hangyure ilbo 2020. 06. 05)



• Main issues

- Activity support service problem when severely disabled 
people are in self-isolation or get hospitalization treatments

- Absence of statistics for people with disabilities (only relying  
on media information) 

- Absence of government guidelines for people with disabilities 



• Suggestions for Improvement 

- Mask support of government for the disabled
- To provide sign language interpreter for people with hearing

disabilities
- Support for deinstitutionalization
- To establish emergency care system for self-isolation

and hospitalization treatment of the severely disabled
- Investigation on the statistics of the confirmed patients with

disabilities.
- To establish government-sanctioned COVID-19 guidelines for

persons with disabilities



- To join the efforts to prevent the spread of COVID-
19 by wearing masks, keeping social distance etc.
together

- To establish guidelines applicable to infectious
diseases for the safety and well-being of persons
with disabilities

- We hope the vaccines will be developed the world
will be free from the coronavirus, ASAP



THANK YOU!


