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Disability and Discourse on Euthanasia/Death with Dignity: ‘Right to Die’ and ‘Duty
to Die’ in an Aging Society

OTANI Izumi, Vice-Director, Institute of Ars Vivendi, Professor, College of Social

Sciences, Ritsumeikan University

In the Western Christian sphere, murder and suicide were acts prohibited by God.
The modern euthanasia legalization movement that began at the end of the 19th
century has emphasized “mercy” and “voluntariness” to counter this.

In Germany during the Nazi era, systematic mass killings of physically and mentally
disabled people were carried out under the name of “mercy death”. The modern
euthanasia legislative movement emphasizes “voluntariness” and “rights” more
strongly and uses the term “right to die with dignity” instead of “euthanasia”.

On the other hand, in an aging society with a declining birthrate, it has been 20 years
since the assertion that sick and elderly people have a duty to die began to be made.
Persons with disabilities and the elderly are at risk of being “softly” forced to undergo

"euthanasia / dignity death".



