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 How to Die: Simon’s Choice  BBC 2016.2.10 OA 



4Ws of those who want  
euthanasia  

 Diane Coleman, Not Dead Yet, US 

 

白人（White） 

裕福（Wealthy） 

心配性（Worried） 

高学歴（Well-educated） 

 



Everyday is Alzheimer’s, the 
Final 

2018, Japan 

 



‘I want to die by euthanasia’ 

Dec. 2016.  

Hashida Sugako (1925- ): 
 
 A famous Japanese screenwriter 
  
 She wrote: 
 Living with dementia is my biggest fear. 
 I want to commit suicide legally 
   in Switzerland. 
 



Hashida Sugako Let Me Die by Euthanasia 

（Bungeishunju-sha、2017/8/18） 

 

 

Point 2. 

A burden on 

others 
 

 

 Point 1. 

I want to choose 

by myself  

at least 

how to die 

and  

when to die. 



THE SAGAMIHARA STABBINGS 

2016.7.26 

At a care home for disabled people 

 

The suspect: a 26-year-old man, who was  

  a former employee 

  of the care facility.  

 

Weapons: knives 

 

Deaths 19  

 (from18 to 70-year-old) 

Injuries 26 (13 severe) 

 



The suspect’s words: 

 

 "I envision a world where a person with multiple 

disabilities can be euthanized“ 

 For the benefit of the world economy  

 

 

He explained: 

 

He was "saving from unhappiness" both the 

severely disabled and their families who he 

believed were being burdened. 



 ‘EUTHANASIA’ AND ‘DEATH WITH DIGNITY’ 

 In Japan: 

• ‘Euthanasia’ generally means voluntary active 
euthanasia such as a lethal injection 

• ‘Death with dignity’ means  

   withholding and withdrawing life-sustaining 

   treatments such as ventilators and dialysis  

 

 In the Christian sphere: 

• ‘Death with dignity’ means 

   voluntary active euthanasia 

   & physician assisted suicide  

 



HISTORY OF EUTHANASIA 

IN THE CHRISTIAN SPHERE 

 5th commandment (Moses’ Ten commandments)  

 “You shall not kill” (Exodus 20: 13)  

 →Impact on the law: 

     Murder/Suicide is not only a religious sin against God 

     but also a secular crime. 

 

 

 

 Emphasis on ‘mercy’, ‘voluntariness’, ‘human rights’ 

   The Voluntary Euthanasia Legislation Society, UK, 1935     

   The Euthanasia Society of America, US, 1938   

   



 The mass murder of disabled people through involuntary euthanasia  

      in Nazi Germany. 

 

 The victims： 

  over 200,000. 

  

 The prototype 

     of the Holocaust 

 
                     
         Hitler’s secret order 

                                    1 September 1939 
 
Systematic mass killings of the physically 
and mentally disabled people were carried out 
in the name of ‘mercy death=Gnadentod’. 

 

 
 

AKTION T4  

NAZI EUTHANASIA PROGRAM 1939-1945 



The neighbors witnessed the smoke from bodies being burned every day. 

Hadamar Euthanasia Centre in the Nazi era 



Hadamar Psychiatric Hospital entrance 

The right side and the basement is the Memorial Centre 

2016.9.21 



Stairway to an 

underground gas chamber 

2016.9.21 



Gas chamber disguised as a shower room 

2016.9.21 



Gas chamber disguised as a shower room 2016.9.21  



Remains of  

an underground incinerator 

2019.9.21 



EUTHANASIA LEGALIZATION MOVEMENT 
AFTER AKTION T4 

More emphasis on ‘voluntariness’ and ‘human 
rights’ 

 "right to privacy“=the right to be let alone 

   The Suicide Act 1961, UK 

       Roe v. Wade 1973, US 

The right to die movements 



JOSEPH F. FLETCHER (1905-1991) 

23 

United States Anglican priest, 

Theologian, Christian ethicist,  

Social activist 

 

One of the three theologians 
who pioneered bioethics 

       （Jonsen, 1998） 

 

The first person to hold the title 
of professor of medical ethics at 
the University of Virginia. 

↑ Dowbiggin, 2003: 101 



MAIN WORKS： 
   MORALS AND MEDICINE 1954=1965 

   SITUATION ETHICS 1966=1971 

24 



 

REVERSING “RIGHTS” TO “DUTIES”  
WITH FREE WILL AND LOVE FOR NEIGHBORS 

We could literally as well as figuratively “make 
ourselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s 
sake” ／［…］Eugenic motives are legitimate –
indeed, they are obligatory –in the field of 
personal morality. 

   （Fletcher 1954, 165) 

                         

Justify forced infertility and eugenic 
euthanasia for people with intellectual 
disabilities and genetic disorders 



THE COMPLICATION BETWEEN 
 ‘RIGHT TO DIE’ AND ‘DUTY TO DIE’ 

A last duty. Human life consists in mutual 
service. No grief, no pain, misfortune or 
'broken heart' is excuse for cutting off one's 
life while any power of service remains. But 
when all usefulness is over, when one is 
assured of an imminent and unavoidable death, 
it is the simplest of human rights to choose a 
quick and easy death in place of a slow and 
horrible one. ...Believing this choice to be of 
social service in promoting wider views on this 
question, I have preferred chloroform to 
cancer. 

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, 1935 



FROM ‘A RIGHT TO DIE’  

TO ‘A DUTY TO DIE’ 

 1983, Richard Lamm (Governor of Colorado, USA) 

    ‘Old people have a duty to die.’ 

 

 1997, John Hardwig（American bioethicist） 

 People who are old and seriously ill have a 
duty to die for their beloved ones/family. 



COMPLICATED RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN RIGHT AND DUTY 

The right to die a duty to die 

The right to 
let somebody die 

a duty to 
let somebody die 



•Birth control in the name of love 

•Death control in the name of mercy 
and dignity 

Personal self-determination 

Hierarchy/dumping toward death by QOL 

Powerful influence of ‘common sense’ 

Risk of an aging society with declining birthrate 

Limited medical, social and global resources 

Ethics and justice, inter-generational "fate" 

Intimate sphere 

Public Sphere 

•ART 

•Selective abortion 

•The right to die 

‘Nature’, happiness/unhappiness, decency, Economic circumstances etc. 

New eugenics and discourse on death with dignity 



       

Risk of an aging 
society with a 

declining birthrate 

Disability, Disease, 
Aging 

Self-determination and self-responsibility 

＊normative aging 

Image of the new aged 

Dying with dignity 

＊normative dying 

＊normative giving birth 

Designer babies 

Selective abortion 

＊normative giving birth 

 （inversion form） 

Legal education/Health education 

Economic education 

Costs & Benefits 

Health 

Death 

Death education Bioethics education 

Birth 

Discourse on death 
with dignity New Genetics 



Ich Klage An (1941) 

A propaganda movie from the Nazi era 



...whatever the punishment, once a specific crime has 
appeared for the first time, its reappearance is more 
likely than its initial emergence could ever have been.  
 
Hitler's gassing installations look like an evil child's 
fumbling toys, should be enough to make us tremble.  
 
There is the well-known fact that Hitler began his mass 
murders by granting "mercy death" to the "incurably 
ill," and that he intended to wind up his extermination 
program by doing away with "genetically damaged" 
Germans (heart and lung patients). ...it is apparent that 
this sort of killing can be directed against any given 
group. 

(Arendt, 1963) 



‘Desirability’ is easily rewrited according 
to the differences between eras and 
societies. We are required to scientifically 
grasp the framework that manipulates the 
‘desirability’. If we don't, we can easily 
trample human rights and sacrifice others. 
If we just follow the slogan that society 
promotes without thinking about it, we 
can rely on it without worrying about the 
inconveniences of society. 

A student of “Bioethics” and “Life Education” in 2010 

(Otani 2012) 



Let's think calmly. Do you think a society 
that doesn't care for aged, disabled and 
incurable people values healthy and 
young people? Do you think a society 
that throws away “useless” people 
discards of those who are useful? 

What is needed is not to drive straight to 
the ultimate choice of euthanasia/death 
with dignity, not to look for the “answer”, 
but to ask the “question” repeatedly and 
explore a third way. 

(Otani, 2011) 



Conclusion： 
 
In an aging society, the 
elderly, disabled and 
incurable people are at risk of 

being “softly” forced to undergo 

"euthanasia / dignity death“. 



Hadamar cityscape 
2016.9.21 



←Sachsenhausen concentration 

camp 

2016.9.18 

The gate of Sachsenhausen 

concentration camp→ 

ARBEIT MACHT FREI 



Overlooking the town of Hadamar from the Hadamar Psychiatric Hospital  

 2016.9.21 



Aktion T4 memorial at 

Tiergartenstraße 4, Berlin 

2016.9.16 



At the shop of  → 

Sachsenhausen concentration camp 

With the official guide, Ronnie 

2016.9.18 

← 

With FDR statue in Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt Memorial Park (Washington DC)  
2016.6.26 



Thank you for your attention!! 

           In Seoul→ 

2017.3.9 


