
Making Culture Accessible： Easy Read Services and Cultural Participation of 

Disabled People  in Taiwan 

 
Hui Yu Kuo  , Assistant Professor,  

Department of Social Work, Tunghai University 

East Asia Disability Studies Forum 2018 



Outline 

• Cultural participation of disabled people  

• Accessible information and cultural participation    

• The development of easy read services in Taiwan 

• Easy read services and cultural participation of disabled people  

• Challenges in easy read services in Taiwan 

 

 

 

 



Cultural Participation of Disabled People 

I have the right to Rock n Roll. 



Cultural Participation of Disabled People 

Disabled people have rights to participate on an equal basis with 

others in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport. 

 

 



Cultural Participation of Disabled People 

UN CRPD Article 30 Participation in Cultural Life, Recreation, Leisure and Sport 

• States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to take part on an equal 

basis with others in cultural life, and shall take all appropriate measures to ensure 

that persons with disabilities:  

a) Enjoy access to cultural materials in accessible formats; 

b) Enjoy access to television programs, films, theatre and other cultural activities, in 

accessible formats;  

c) Enjoy access to places for cultural performances or services, such as theatres, 

museums, cinemas, libraries and tourism services, and, as far as possible, enjoy 

access to monuments and sites of national cultural importance. 

 

 

 



Accessible Information and Cultural Participation 

Accessible information is understood as information provided in different 

formats that allow every user to access content ‘on an equal basis with 

others’, such as sing language, braille, large print, easy read document, and 

so on.  



Accessible Information and Cultural Participation 

sing language service  

large print document  touch objects  

  easy read document  



Easy Read Information   

• Easy Words and Pictures is a type of 

accessible formation. Easy Words and 

Pictures has writing in short, simple 

sentences without any hard words or 

jargon. 

• This type of information is accessible to 

people with learning disabilities, but 

also to people who find reading and 

writing hard or do not have English as a 

first language.  

(Change, n.d) 

 
photo source：Easy News  

https://www.changepeople.org/getmedia/923a6399-c13f-418c-bb29-051413f7e3a3/How-to-make-info-accessible-guide-2016-Final
https://www.unitedresponse.org.uk/easy-news


Easy Read Information  



Principles of Easy Read Documents  

• Accessibility is more important than the way easy read documents look. 

• Easy read documents represent main points of original documents.  

• Easy read documents are different from picture books for children. 

• Involving with people with learning disabilities. They are experts on 

accessible information. It is common sense. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CiPk02sOipE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CiPk02sOipE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CiPk02sOipE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CiPk02sOipE


Easy Read Service in EU 

• “Information for All：European Standards for Making 

Information Easy to Read and Understand”  

• People with intellectual disabilities have the right to 

get information that is easy to read and understand. 

• Having information is important for people with 

intellectual disabilities. 

a) To learn new things. 

b) To take part in society. 

c) To know their rights and stand up for them. 

d) To decide and make their own choices. 



Easy Read Service in the UK 

• Seven Needs of Independent Living：information, peer support, housing , 

equipment and adaption, personal assistants, transport, accessible 

environment (Greater Manchester Coalition of Disabled People, 1985) 

• Over the past 20 years and especially since the publication of ‘Valuing People’ 

there has been a growing commitment to the delivery of information in 

formats that are more easily accessible to people with learning disabilities. 

• Equality Act 2010 

• Accessible Information Standard 2015. 

 

 

 



The Development of Easy Read Services in Taiwan  

•  Disability activists launched a campaign in 2013 to raise awareness of the lack of 

access to information and cultural activities for disabled people.  

•  Disabled people have the rights to enjoy access to television programs, films, 

theatre and other cultural activities.  

• Parent’s Association for Persons with intellectual disability developed easy read 

services for young adults withy intellectual disability .  

 

 

 

 

 



The Development of Easy Read Services in Taiwan  

Easy Read Services and Laws  

• Act to Implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities 2014. (CRPD Article 9, Article 30) 

• People with Disabilities Rights Protection Act, Article 52：The municipal 

and county (city) competent authorities of individual levels and purposes 

shall provide the following services to encourage people with disabilities 

to participate in social activities, including Leisure and cultural activities, 

sport, access-free to public information; and so on. 



Easy Read Services and cultural participation of disabled 
people. 

Easy Read Services in museums and art excitations: 

• National museum of Taiwan history  

• Sandwiches Studio 

 

 

 



 Project：Easy Read Art Exhibition Guide 

 Sandwiches Studio  consultant People with intellectual 

disability  

Creating easy read document draft    quality-check team 



Challenges in Easy Read Services in Taiwan 

• The importance of easy read services is not recognized by policy makers 

and services providers. 

• There is no one-size-fit-all easy read services to meet the needs of 

people with intellectual disability . 

• Infantilizing people with intellectual disability could be another form of 

discrimination against disabled people.  

• Who is the expert? The challenges of working with people with 

intellectual disability. 

 

 

 


